
Paul W. Thompson, Chairman, CEO and President of LG&E and KU 
Energy in Louisville, has been elected to serve as Chairman of the 
Kentucky Chamber for the 2019 term. Thompson succeeds Joe 
Craft, President, CEO of Alliance Resource Partners L.P., whose term 
expired September 30.
  
In his role at LG&E and KU, a regulated utilities company serving 
nearly 1.3 million customers in Kentucky and the United States, 
Thompson is responsible for all matters of LG&E and KU Energy and 
serves as a key leader in the PPL organization. Thompson joined the 
company in 1991 as the Director of Business Development, and over 
his 27 years at the company, he has held several upper-management 

positions such as Senior Vice President of Energy Services before 
becoming Chairman, CEO and President in March 2018.

Prior to LG&E and KU, Thompson worked in the oil and gas industry 
with Northwest Industries and Koch Industries. Thompson is a 
graduate of Massachusetts Institute of Technology (MIT) with a 
bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering, earned his master’s 
degree from the University of Chicago in finance and accounting, and 
went to Harvard University E.ON Academy to complete the Executive 
Program on Leading Corporate Transformation.
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Two recent studies conducted 
by the Kentucky Chamber 
of Commerce show that 
business confidence is 
growing among Kentucky 
business leaders and that 
Kentucky is growing faster in 
jobs, incomes and population 
than most of its bordering 
states. The Chamber believes 
that recent pro-growth policy 
changes in Kentucky (for 
example, Kentucky moving 
this year from ranking 33rd 
to 23rd among states in 
our tax structure) will build 

momentum and lead to even greater progress for 
Kentuckians.

In a recent survey of business leaders across the state, 
nearly 700 responded, and 63% said Kentucky was on 
the “right track” compared to only 49% who responded 
the same way in 2015.  Their outlook on the state’s 
economic conditions was up dramatically in the same 
period, from 66% who responded “excellent, very good 
or good” compared to 41% in the previous survey.  While 
there were regional variances in economic performance 
and business attitudes, clearly optimism is up.

Another recent report by the Kentucky Chamber, 
conducted by emeritus University of Louisville 
economics professor Dr. Paul Coomes, looked at 
Kentucky’s economic performance from the end of 
the recession in 2009 to 2017. That report brought 
news that Kentucky has posted more growth in jobs, 
population and wages than half its bordering states. 
While we continue to trail the nation in those categories 
– a reality that describes most of Middle America 
compared to the growth in costal and more urban areas 
– and we trail Indiana and Tennessee, two states that 
were faster to implement various pro-growth policies, 
the state of Kentucky is on a positive growth trajectory. 
That trajectory, combined with business confidence, will 
fuel economic momentum in the years ahead.

When viewing these findings of the surveys together, 
two things are clear: Kentucky still faces significant 
economic challenges, but the business community 
is optimistic about the state’s ability to meet those 
challenges to build a stronger future. Enacting pro-
growth policies, improving the state’s tax structure, 
eliminating outdated regulations and sustaining 
business confidence will allow Kentucky to continue its 
growth and build momentum for the next generation.

POLICIES CREATE MORE JOBS, HIGHER 
INCOMES & GREATER BUSINESS CONFIDENCE

Kentucky’s Pro-Growth

As the year comes 
to a close, Kentucky 
Chamber Board 
Chairman Joe Craft 
reflects on his time 
at the helm of the 
state’s largest business 
organization, what 
the Chamber has 
accomplished and what 
he sees yet to come 
for the organization. 
Craft, president and 
chief executive officer 
of Alliance Resource 
Partners L.P., was named 
Chairman of the Board of the Kentucky Chamber
in October 2017, succeeding Stoll Keenon Ogden 
Chair Emeritus Bill Lear.

In an interview about his year as chairman, Craft 
said 2018 has been a wonderful year for the 
Kentucky Chamber with important legislative 
victories including workers’ compensation reforms 
being passed for the first time in more than two 
decades. 

SEE CRAFT LEADS, PAGE 3
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PAUL THOMPSON
2019 BOARD CHAIR
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
Chairman, CEO, and President
LG&E and KU Energy LLC
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DAVE ADKISSON
PRESIDENT & CEO
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce

BY DAVE ADKISSON

Read the full op-ed from Adkisson at 
kychamberbottomline.com and find the Economic 
Report on kychamber.com. 

JOE CRAFT
2018 BOARD CHAIR
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
CEO, Alliance Resource Partners LP



In 2015 the Kentucky Chamber published its strategic plan, “Four Pillars for Prosperity,” with a focus on the 
state’s economy and job creation. In recent years we’ve seen progress on many key business priorities, but there 
is still more work to be done.

The Kentucky Chamber’s 2019 Legislative Priorities outlines the bold steps needed to move Kentucky forward to 
become more competitive, prosperous, and business-friendly. These priorities were determined by our members 
through survey, research and discussion and ultimately voted on by our five policy councils and Board of 
Directors. These priorities serve as the plan of work for our Public Affairs team as they advocate on behalf of our 
membership during the 2019 session of the Kentucky General Assembly.

BOLD STEPS FORWARD

2019

LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

You can read more about these and other priorities in the
full 2019 Legislative Agenda at kychamber.com.

WANT TO READ MORE?

GovernmentWorkforce Infrastructure Jobs

INVEST IN KENTUCKY’S INFRASTRUCTURE
Kentucky’s transportation network of roads, bridges, 
airports, riverports, and railroads connect Kentucky 
businesses to the national and international 
marketplace by providing multiple safe, cost-effective 
ways to move goods and deliver services. The Chamber 
strongly supports legislation that provides consistent 
long-term funding for maintenance and improvements 
of transportation infrastructure.

CONTINUED IMPROVEMENT TO
KENTUCKY’S TAX CODE
The Chamber urges continued improvements to 
Kentucky’s tax code to increase competitiveness, 
including repealing the mandate for unitary combined 
reporting and revising the limited liability entity tax.

MODERNIZE KENTUCKY’S UNEMPLOYMENT
INSURANCE SYSTEM
The Chamber supports reforms to Kentucky’s 
unemployment insurance benefit structure to keep 
costs and benefits competitive with other states and 
increase workforce participation. Further, the Chamber 
supports efforts to provide those out of work with 
access to training and career counseling.

IMPROVE KENTUCKY’S LEGAL LIABILITY CLIMATE
Frivolous lawsuits create increased costs for consumers 
and an inability to attract and retain a sufficient number 
of physicians in the Commonwealth. The Chamber 
supports legal liability legislation to stabilize our 
judicial system and make the state more attractive to 
employers.

REFORM KENTUCKY’S BAIL SYSTEM
In 2016, there were 64,123 non-violent, nonsexual 
defendants detained in Kentucky because they 
could not afford bail.  In 2017, local governments lost 
$152 million because of the current bail system.  The 
Chamber supports reforms to Kentucky’s bail system, 
transitioning the system to focus on the offense and 
offender and not on their financial means.

ENCOURAGE RESPONSIBLE CONSUMPTION
The Chamber encourages responsible consumption and 
supports continuing responsibility efforts geared toward 
underage drinking and DUI offenders.

ENSURE AFFORDABLE ENERGY RESOURCES
The Chamber supports legislation that ensures the 
costs to support and maintain infrastructure are 
allocated fairly among all users. Outdated policies 
adopted to incentivize new technologies, such as 
distributed solar generation, should be re-examined to 
ensure all the costs to support and maintain reliable 
operation of the energy infrastructure are shared fairly.

ENACT TOBACCO-FREE SCHOOLS
Kentucky high school youth tobacco rates are 
62% higher than the national average.  If we are to 
strengthen both educational outcomes and health for 
tomorrow’s workforce, we must prevent our youth from 
becoming addicted to tobacco.  To help curb this trend, 
the Chamber supports prohibiting tobacco use from all 
Kentucky school properties.  

ENACT SPORTS WAGERING
After a decision by the United States Supreme Court 
in May opening the door for states to allow bets on 
sporting events, the Chamber supports allowing sports 
wagering in Kentucky. This legislation must protect 
existing signature industries and racing facilities.

ENCOURAGE COMPETITIVE BROADBAND CLIMATE
The Chamber encourages a competitive business 
climate that motivates broadband deployment. 

CLARIFY ARBITRATION STATUTE
With a recent Kentucky Supreme Court decision, 
Kentucky is now the only state that prohibits an 
arbitration agreement as a condition of employment.  
The Chamber supports clarifying Kentucky’s arbitration 
laws to ensure that private business can continue with 
the common practices of arbitration agreements. 
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Thompson currently serves on the board of directors for Electric Energy Inc., Ohio 
Valley Electric Corporation, and the advisory board for the University of Kentucky 
Center for Applied Energy Research. He previously served as a board member and 
chairman of the board of the FutureGen Industrial Alliance.

Aside from his civic engagement with the Kentucky Chamber, Thompson serves 
on the board of directors for TreesLouisville and Fund for the Arts. He also 
served as chairman of the Louisville Free Public Library and Louisville Downtown 
Development Corporation, is a past board member of Greater Louisville Inc., and is 
a Leadership Louisville Graduate.

2019 Chairmanship
FROM THE FRONT

Nick Rowe
2019 BOARD CHAIR-ELECT
Kentucky Chamber of Commerce
Sr. VP Southeast Division/President,
Kentucky American Water

“It’s a tremendous honor to be chosen to serve as chairman of the Kentucky 
Chamber of Commerce, and it’s a privilege to work with visionary and results-
oriented members and staff. The Chamber has had great success advancing 
the business climate and economy here in Kentucky,” said Kentucky Chamber 
Chairman Paul W. Thompson. “I am excited to lead 
the Chamber with raised expectations and deliver to 
all businesses in the Commonwealth — whether they 
are small, medium or large — the advocacy, tools and 
service they need and deserve.”
  
Nick Rowe, President of Kentucky American Water, 
will serve as Chairman-Elect for 2020. 
  
“We have assembled a brilliant and dedicated 
leadership team to guide the Chamber through the 
next year. We are grateful for the time and energy all 
of these business leaders bring to our organization, 
and we look forward to a terrific year together,” said 
David Adkisson, President and CEO of the Kentucky 
Chamber. “You won’t find better Chamber leaders than 
Paul and Nick anywhere in the country.”

A full board listing, including new board members, 
can be found on pages 4 and 5.

Craft also highlighted the role of the business community in critical pension 
reforms and the beginning of reforms to Kentucky’s tax code, two things he said 
are crucial for the future of Kentucky.

“We’re seeing action; we’re getting results, and that’s going to pay huge dividends. 
We’ve got to grow our state,” Craft said. “We’ve got to embrace growth and that 
means that we’ve got to identify what we can do to attract businesses. And I think 
we’re doing a good job with that.”

In discussing why he feels membership in 
the Kentucky Chamber is vital, Craft said the 
Chamber is the one organization where the 
business community can come together and 
have an active dialogue about the issues 
critical to the state and make a difference. 

“I’m just so pleased that our business leaders 
will actively engage and will engage in that 
dialogue, will take their time and understand 
the importance of talking one to another 
as opposed to just going directly to the 
legislature,” Craft said, adding the business 
community coming together as one voice through the Chamber is a key aspect of 
getting policies passed through the General Assembly. 

As for the future of the Chamber’s efforts, Craft said he sees the business 

community continuing to push for economic progress across the state through 
advocacy efforts and other initiatives, remaining involved in political races, and 
an ongoing push to be a vital voice in a divided atmosphere. Craft pointed to the 
keynote address of Arthur Brooks at the 2018 Kentucky Chamber Annual Meeting 
as an example of that voice. 

“We’ve got to come together. We’ve got to bring our ideas together because we’re 
on the right path as a state, we’re on the right path, and we need 
people trying to pull us forward instead of pull back,” Craft said.

In 2017, Craft’s wife, Kelly was appointed Ambassador to Canada 
by President Donald Trump. When asked how his family has 
juggled his role as CEO of a large company, his chairmanship 
with the Chamber, and his wife’s role as Ambassador, Craft said 
they were thrilled to be representing the Commonwealth in 
these critical roles and enjoy working hard to achieve progress.
 
Reflecting on his year overall, Craft said he was humbled by 
the opportunity to serve as chair of the Kentucky Chamber and 
described it as a great experience.
 
“I would encourage any CEO to truly to get involved. I think 

leadership matters and I think by being engaged and coming to the chamber 
knowing you’re going to be a warrior, knowing that you’re going to be a participant, 
knowing that you’ve got something to bring to the table, that’s what we need. We 
need active participants,” Craft said.

Craft Leads
FROM THE FRONT

We’ve got to come 
together. We’ve got to bring 
our ideas together because 
we’re on the right path as a 

state...
—  Joe Craft, 2018 Chairman
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Kennan Wethington
Louisville

Key Investors An exclusive group of top Kentucky executives whose companies provide significant financial
support and leadership for Chamber involvement in critical issues affecting businesses.
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Company

Jason Keller
Louisville

Charter 
Communications

Herbert Miller, Jr.
Lexington

David Bundy
Lexington

Jeff Cole
Maumee, OH

Jon Steiner
Lexington

Lindsay Wehr
Louisville

Mike Buckentin
Russellville

Winston Griffi n
London

Ray Daniels
Lexington

Columbia Gas 
of Kentucky, Inc.

Dana 
Incorporated

Dean Dorton 
Allen Ford, PLLC

Kentucky League 
of Cities, Inc. Kosair Charities

Laurel Grocery 
Company

LexiDan Foods 
dba Waffl e House

Logan Aluminum, 
Inc.

Brad Levi
Catlettsburg

Spencer Bruce
Louisville

Louisville Water 
Company

Marathon 
Petroleum Co. LP

Commonwealth 
Credit Union

Karen Harbin
Frankfort

Doug Cain
Florence

Dan Fannin
Maysville

Elizabeth McCoy
Hopkinsville

Mubea North 
America

John T. Taylor
Louisville

Limestone Bank

Planters Bank, 
Inc.

Regal Beloit 
America

Rod England
Bowling Green

Scotty’s
Contracting & Stone

David Heintzman 
Louisville

Jeffrey Phillips
Lexington

Glenn Sullivan
Louisville

Sullivan 
University System

Steptoe & 
Johnson PLLC

Stock Yards Bank 
and Trust

Bradley Smith
Louisville

Don Bloomer
Somerset

Citizens National 
Bank

Board of Directors Business leaders from every region in the state who govern the Kentucky Chamber

Luther Deaton, Jr.
Lexington

Central Bank & 
Trust Company

Kevin Flanery
Louisville

Churchill 
Downs Inc. DHL Express, Inc.

Travis Cobb
Erlanger

Robert Strub
Florence

Citi - FlorenceBooth Energy

Jim Booth
Lovely

Laura Holoubek
Lexington

Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP

Michael K. Ash
Louisville

Fifth Third Bank, 
Kentucky

Mark Sommer
Louisville

Frost Brown 
Todd LLC

Kim Shelton
Lexington

JMI/UK 
Sports Marketing

Nick Rowe
Lexington

Kentucky 
American Water

Chris Reid
Owensboro

Independence 
Bank

Andrew Henderson
Lexington

Lexington Clinic

Mary Jean Riley
Ghent

North American 
Stainless

Mark Carter
Louisville

Passport Health 
Plan

Josh Brown
Franklin, TN

Pfi zer

Bill Lear
Lexington

Stoll Keenon 
Ogden PLLC

Franklin Jelsma
Louisville

Wyatt, Tarrant & 
Combs, LLP

Ed Quinn
Nicholasville

R.J. Corman
Railroad Group 

LLC

Donovan Blackburn
Pikeville

Pikeville Medical 
Center

James Rickard
Louisville

WesBanco

Diane Medley
Louisville

MCM CPAs & 
Advisors

Greg Strahan
Owensboro

Owensboro 
Health

Computer 
Services, Inc. 

Dba CSI

John Williams
Paducah

Kevin Joynt
Louisville

Deloitte & Touche

Ford Motor 
Company

Lloyd Hillard, Jr.
Frankfort

United Bank & 
Capital Trust Co.

William Jones
Louisville

WellCare 
Health Plans, Inc.

Bryan Fite
Calvert City

Westlake 
Chemical Corp.

Washington Penn 
Plastic Co., Inc.

Tom Stevens
Frankfort

Gerard Colman
Louisville
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Joseph Craft, III
Lexington

Alliance Coal, 
LLC

Joe Grossman
Lexington

Appalachian
Regional Healthcare

AEP - Kentucky 
Power Co.

Matthew Satterwhite
Ashland

Deirdre Lyons
Nicholasville

Alltech

Ben LaRocco
Seattle, WA

Amazon Conduent

Chris Gilligan
Lexington

James Hackett
Louisville

Stephen Gray
Lexington

David Owen
Lexington

Dickinson Wright
Gray 

Construction

Jose Rolon
Louisville

Galt House Hotel 
& Suites

Rodney Wilson
Berea

Hyster-Yale 
Group, Inc.

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance

Russell Cox
Louisville

Republic Bank

Kevin Canafax
Covington

Terry Forcht
Corbin/Lexington

Chuck Neumann
Louisville

Jude Thompson
Louisville

Rich Geruson
Lexington

Jim Spradlin
Louisville

Park Community 
Credit Union

Valvoline

Samuel Mitchell
Lexington

John Gohmann
Lexington

William Jones
Paducah

Mark Newman
Lexington

Jonathan Copely
Louisville

L’Oreal USA

Nicole Frey
Florence

Phil Rozenski
Florence

Novolex

Matt Adams
Bowling Green

Sumitomo Electric 
Wiring Systems

Dan Whitney
Wichita, KS 

Lifestyle 
Health Plans

Hector Alverez
Lexington

Lockheed 
Martin

Michael Yungmann
Paducah

Lourdes Hospital

Steve Rasmussen
Columbus, OH

Nationwide
Insurance

Ky. Community 
and Technical 

College System

Hans-Peter Gabski
Louisville

Clariant 

Mark Martin
Owensboro

Atmos Energy 
Corporation

Mark J. Loik
Bowling Green

BILSTEIN COLD 
ROLLED STEEL

Alex Lane
Cincinnati, OH

Ultimate Software

John Megibben
Louisville

Messer 
Construction 

Company

Cooper Standard
Automotive, Inc.

Keith Reinke
Mount Sterling

Elmer K. Whitaker
Lexington

Whitaker Bank

Lonny White
Lexington

Piramal Pharma 
Solutions

Akihiro Sago
Georgetown

Toyota Tsusho 
America

Alkermes

Richard Pops
Louisville

Garren Colvin
Edgewood

St. Elizabeth 
Healthcare

Bob Connolly
Louisville

Stites & Harbison 
PLLC

Joseph Steier, III
Louisville

Signature 
HealthCARE

Jim Henning
Cincinnati, OH

Duke Energy

Mark Guilfoyle, Esq.
Crestview Hills

Dressman 
Benzinger & 
LaVelle PSC

Ecosystem
 Investment

 Partners Inc.

Nick Dilks
Baltimore, MD

Tim Bauer
Florence

Meritor-Florence

Kimberly Bauman
Verona

Mississippi Lime

Chad Harpole
Hawesville

Century 
Aluminum of 

Kentucky, LLC

Tara Diebling
Lexington

Cardinal Hill
Rehabilitation 

Hospital

Tr
us

te
es

Larry Schaefer
Louisville

Assured Partners

Joel DiGrado
Arlington, VA

Boeing

Rich Burchett
Lewisport

Aleris Rolled 
Products, LLC

Joel Hopper
Henderson

Brenntag 
Mid-South, Inc.

Barb McFarland
Loveland, OH

Carespring Healthcare 
Management, LLC

Bill Johnson
Louisville

Farm Credit
Mid-America

Christopher Perry
Louisville

Pantone 7690 (Blue)      Pantone 355 (Green)

Vice Chair, 
Business Services Treasurer

Winston Griffi n
Chairman of the Board/CEO

Laurel Grocery Company
London

At-Large MemberAt-Large Member

Don Bloomer
President/CEO

Citizens National Bank
Somerset

Board Chair Immediate Past Chair

Small Business
Representative President & CEO

Dave Adkisson
President/CEO

Kentucky Chamber of 
Commerce
Frankfort

Vice Chair,
Administration

Vice Chair,
Public Affairs

Hood Harris
President

AT&T Kentucky
Louisville

Vice Chair, 
Membership & Marketing

At-Large Member

Helen Sims
Administrator/Owner

Superior Care Home, Inc.
Paducah

At-Large Member
Chair, Kentucky 

Chamber Foundation

Janet Jakubowicz
Partner and Chair,
Partnership Board

Bingham, Greenebaum, Doll, LLP
Louisville

Chair-Elect

Mike Castle
EVP & COO and CEO, 

Feed Division
Alltech, Inc.
Nicholasville

Rusty Cheuvront
VP, State and Local 

Government Relations
Brown-Forman Corporation

Louisville

Nick D’Andrea
VP, Public Affairs

UPS
Louisville

Diane Medley
Managing Partner

MCM CPAs & Advisors
Louisville

Joseph Craft III
President, CEO and Director
Alliance Resource Partners, 
LP and Alliance Coal LLC

Lexington

Kevin Smith
VP, Kentucky Beam 

Bourbon Affairs
Beam Suntory

Clermont

Jay K. Box*
President

Kentucky Community & 
Technical College System

Versailles

Maria Hughes
SVP, Chief Inclusion and 

Diversity Offi cer
Humana
Louisville

Bryan Fite
Director of Manufacturing

Region 3
Westlake Chemical Corporation

Calvert City

Marilyn Ford
Heartland Region 

President
United Bank

Elizabethtown

Ben Cundiff
Owner

Cundiff Farms
Cadiz

Ray Daniels 
Owner/Operator
LexiDan Foods

Lexington

Russell Cox
President/CEO

Norton Healthcare
Louisville

John Gohmann
Regional President

PNC Bank
Lexington

Andrew Henderson
CEO

Lexington Clinic
Lexington

Brad Levi
Refi ning General Manager

Marathon Petroleum 
Company, LP
Catlettsburg

Terry Gill*
Secretary

Cabinet for Economic 
Development

Frankfort

Matt Adams
General Manager/General Affairs

& Human Resources
Sumitomo Electric Wiring Systems

Bowling Green

Scott Davis
Chairman and CEO
Field & Main Bank

Henderson

Susan Elkington
President

Toyota Motor
Manufacturing, Ky.

Georgetown

Mark Gooch
President/CEO

Community Trust Bank, Inc.
Pikeville

Mark Guilfoyle
Partner

Dressman, Benzinger & 
LaVelle, PSC

Crestview Hills

Adam Hancock
President

Riney Hancock CPAs PSC
Owensboro

Cindy May Johnson
President/CEO

East Kentucky Broadcasting
Pikeville

Condrad Daniels
President

HJI Supply Chain Solutions 
Louisville

Tom Eller, Jr.
Regional President

BB&T
Louisville

Warren Rogers
CEO

W. Rogers Company
Lexington

Chris Reid
President/CEO

Independence Bank
Owensboro

Chuck Session
Vice President, Ohio/

Kentucky Government Affairs
Duke Energy Kentucky

Cincinnati

Rodney Shockley
General Counsel

Forcht Group of Kentucky
Corbin/Lexington

Kennan Wethington
President and General Manager

Anthem Blue Cross and Blue 
Shield of Kentucky

Louisville

Matthew Satterwhite
President/COO

AEP/Kentucky Power
Ashland

Chris Perry
President/CEO

Kentucky Association of 
Electric Cooperatives

Louisville

Scott Powell
Market President and Senior 

Commercial Team Leader
U. S. Bank
Paducah

Edward Quinn
President/CEO

R. J. Corman Railroad 
Group LLC

Nicholasville

Sam Scales
Manager of Government 

Affairs
Ford Motor Company

Louisville

Rich Maddux
Principal

The Rabbit’s Basket, LLC.
Hopkinsville

John Megibben
Vice President

Messer Construction
Louisville

Mark Loik
President/CEO

BILSTEIN COLD ROLLED 
STEEL LP

Bowling Green

Mark Martin
Vice President, Rates & 

Regulatory Affairs
Atmos Energy
Owensboro

Mark Newman
Executive Vice President 

for Health Affairs
UK Healthcare

Lexington

Jude Thompson
CEO

Delta Dental
of Kentucky, Inc.

Louisville

Bill Thomason
President/CEO

Keeneland Association
Lexington

Jon Stewart
President/CEO

Kentucky Employers’ 
Mutual Insurance

Lexington

Matthew Tackett*
President/CEO

Kentucky Association for 
Economic Development

Frankfort

Joseph Steier III
President/CEO

Signature HealthCARE, 
LLC

Louisville

Mark Sommer
Member

Frost Brown Todd LLC
Louisville

Jordan Gibson*
President/CEO

Southeast Kentucky 
Chamber
Pikeville

Kent Oyler*
President/CEO

Greater Louisville Inc.
Louisville

Bob Quick, CCE*
President/CEO

Commerce 
Lexington Inc.

Lexington

Brad Richardson*
President/CEO
Hardin County

Chamber
Elizabethtown

Sandra Wilson*
President

Paducah Area
Chamber
Paducah

Ron Bunch*
President/CEO

Bowling Green Area 
Chamber

Bowling Green

Bobby Clue*
Executive Director
Somerset-Pulaski 
County Chamber

Somerset

Brent Cooper*
President/CEO

Northern Kentucky 
Chamber

Ft. Mitchell

Tim Gibbs*
President/CEO

Ashland Alliance
Ashland

Candance Brake*
President/CEO

Greater Owensboro 
Chamber

Owensboro

Paul Varga
Louisville

Paul Thompson
Louisville

Bruce Broussard 
Louisville

Susan Elkington
Georgetown

Kevin Smith
Clermont

Brendan Canavan
Louisville

Tom Eller, Jr.
Louisville

Paul Costel
Louisville

Steve Trager
Louisville

Janet Jakubowicz
Louisville

Spencer Coates
Bowling Green

Paul Thompson
Chairman, CEO and President

LG&E and KU Energy LLC
Louisville

Nick Rowe
Sr. VP Southeast Division/

President
Kentucky American Water

Lexington

Kelley Workman
President

Planters Bank, Inc.
Hopkinsville

Paul Costel
Managing Director
Kentucky Region

Chase
Louisville

Spencer Coates
President

Houchens Industries, Inc.
Bowling Green

Gerard Colman
CEO

Baptist Health
Louisville

LaJuana S. Wilcher
Partner

English Lucas Priest & 
Owsley, LLP

Bowling Green

Jonathan Copley
CEO

Aetna Better Health
of Kentucky
Louisville

Garren Colvin
CEO

St. Elizabeth Healthcare
Edgewood

Marlene Sanders
Nashville, TN

Merck & Co.

Deanna Herrmann*
CEO

London-Laurel
County Chamber

London
KCCE President

P. Douglas Barr
Managing Director

Stoll Keenon Ogden PLLC
Lexington

Candace McGraw
CEO

Cincinnati/Northern KY 
International Airport

Hebron

Jay K. Box
Versailles

Executive Committee Officers and Regional Representatives

2019 Kentucky Chamber of Commerce Leadership

Local Chamber Advisory Board
* Ex-Offi cio
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Key Investors An exclusive group of top Kentucky executives whose companies provide significant financial
support and leadership for Chamber involvement in critical issues affecting businesses.
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Joseph Craft, III
Lexington
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LLC
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Lexington
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MUST BE ACHIEVED IN 2019 SESSION, REP. SANTORO EXPLAINS  

Change In Road Funding Formula 
As Kentucky struggles to maintain roads and bridges in its 120 counties and 
faces a decrease in funding from the federal government, House Budget Review 
Subcommittee on Transportation Chair Sal Santoro says reforms must come in the 
2019 session because “Kentuckians deserve 
better.”

Santoro noted the 2018 session was filled 
with many difficult and controversial issues 
including comprehensive tax reform and 
changes to the state’s pension systems 
that made it difficult to take up an issue like 
changing the formula for how transportation 
funds are collected. 

He said, however, that transportation funding is 
critical in Kentucky as roads and bridges need 
repair throughout the state and pointed to the 
fact that the state’s General Fund, where most 
government services are paid, and the Road Fund are separate and Kentucky’s 
infrastructure has been neglected as a result of a lack of changes to that fund. 

Santoro explained the formula for maintaining and building infrastructure in the 
state is funded in large part through the gas tax and he said on average, $150 
to $160 is collected per year from an individual through the gas tax in the state 
of Kentucky. Santoro said that while many get upset with the prices at the pump 
because it is something they are seeing frequently and watching fluctuate, those 
price changes have a huge impact on what the state’s roads and bridges look like. 

“I hear complaints when people call and they say ‘potholes are here, why aren’t we 
fixing potholes?’ Well, [when] the price of gas went down, that means less money is 
going into the road formula for maintenance,” Santoro said. 

The bill sponsored by Santoro during the 2018 session to 
increase infrastructure funding through changes to the formula 
would have increased the gas tax by a small amount as well as 
implemented some fees on electric vehicles at registration and/
or purchase to ensure everyone is paying their fair share for the 
roads even if they aren’t paying at the pump. 

Santoro says it is also critical to pass legislation to increase this 
type of funding because if Kentucky does not pass reforms, the 
state will also begin to lose even more federal transportation 
funding, making it even harder to fix existing Kentucky’s roads 
and bridges, as well as build new infrastructure. 

“I just want everyone to understand that this is a consumption 
fee. That’s all it is. You purchase your fuel, you want to be able 

to say I am now going to drive on safe highways and safe bridges. If we don’t do 
something in order to build these roads and make these bridges safe, there will be 
no funding,” Santoro said.

With Rep. Sal Santoro on the need for infrastructure funding and 
what it means for the gas tax on kychamberbottomline.com.

WATCH THE FULL INTERVIEW

Reforms must come in 
the 2019 Session because 

Kentuckians deserve 
better.

—  Rep. Sal Santoro, Transportation Chair

FOR ACADEMY TO ADDRESS WORKFORCE NEEDS ACROSS KENTUCKY

Thirty-Nine Local Leaders Selected
Thirty-nine leaders of business, industry, and education from across the state have 
been named as the first Champions selected to attend Kentucky’s Talent Pipeline 
Management (TPM) Academy.

Earlier this year, Kentucky was designated by the U.S. Chamber Foundation and 
the W.K. Kellogg Foundation as one of three states to implement the academies, 
and the Kentucky Chamber Workforce Center was chosen to carry out the TPM 
initiative in the Commonwealth.

Talent Pipeline Management is an employer-led approach to identifying specific 
workforce needs as well as training and quality issues and solutions to persistent 
workforce-related challenges. The TPM Academy is a three-part program to train 
Champions on ways to build talent supply chains and launch TPM in their own 
communities.

Since achieving the TPM designation, the Chamber’s Workforce Center has 
focused on engaging employers to work together on a sector and regional basis 
to address their workforce needs. The work is being done with the support of 
the Strada Education Network, a national nonprofit and the founding partner of 
the Kentucky Chamber Workforce Center, and in partnership with the Kentucky 
Education & Workforce Cabinet.

The Workforce Center’s Talent Pipeline staff and the Champions selected for 
the TPM academy will focus on creating specific strategies to meet the needs 
of different industry and regional sectors. By July 2020, more than 25 employer 
groups, representing regions as well as business and industry sectors, are to be 
convened to build talent pipelines for 75 high-demand positions.

Read the full list of leaders on kychamberbottomline.com.
VIEW THE LIST OF CHAMPIONS



KENTUCKY
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information,
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For advertising information, call
Hilary Morgan at 502-848-8724.

Trade Mission to Canada

Thank you for
your investment. 
The following is a list of new 
members of the Kentucky 
Chamber. Please help us thank 
these companies for investing in 
the Chamber’s mission by giving 
them your business. 

EQUITY PARTNER
St. Claire Regional Medical Center

CORNERSTONE
Best Edutainment LLC
Nally & Gibson,LLC
Nimlok Kentucky

STAKEHOLDERS
Bridgeman Foods Inc. / Manna Inc
Maeser Master Services
Meade County Veterinary Hospital
Middlefork Financial Group Inc.
Morgantown Bank & Trust
North Star Strategies, LLC
Paul Miller Autoplex
Rane Precision Die Casting, Inc
The Lusk Group

TO INDUCT FOUR ACCOMPLISHED
ENTREPRENEURS

Hall of Fame

Awesome Inc, the Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
and Sustainable Business Ventures Corporation will 
hold the ninth annual Kentucky Entrepreneur Hall of 
Fame (KEHOF) induction ceremony on Wednesday, 
November 14, 2018 at the Griffin Gate Marriott 
Resort & Spa in Lexington.
  
The Kentucky Entrepreneur Hall of Fame celebrates the stories of Kentucky’s most 
successful entrepreneurs, with a mission to raise awareness around the impact 
entrepreneurship has made in the Commonwealth and to encourage others to 
pursue similar ambitious endeavors. 

2018 Kentucky Entrepreneur Hall of Fame Inductees:

•  Don Ball, Sr.  |  Ball Homes posthumously awarded

•  Jess Correll  |  First Southern National Bank

•  Joe Craft  |  Alliance Resource Partners, L.P.

•  Jim Headlee  |  Summit Energy Services

Tables, individual tickets and sponsorships are available.
Register at entrepreneurhof.com.
  
For questions about registration, contact Lori Jo Goff at
lgoff@kychamber.com or 502-848-8727. 

KENTUCKY CHAMBER BOARD

Members of the Kentucky Chamber Board traveled to Canada on a trade mission hosted by the Chamber’s immediate 
past-Chair Joe Craft and his wife, Ambassador to Canada, Kelly Craft.  The 62-member delegation spent six days in 
Canada, traveling to Quebec City, Montreal, and Ottawa.  During the visit, the delegation met with Canadian Chambers 
of Commerce, Canadian businesses and was hosted by the Ambassador for a dinner at their residence with key 
Canadian business and government leaders. The trip ended with the Ambassador coordinating a meeting with Canadian 
Prime Minister Justin Trudeau, where the new North American trade deal, the United States Mexico Canada Agreement, 
was discussed.

DON BALL, SR. JOE CRAFTJESS CORRELL JIM HEADLEE

SHARES EXCLUSIVE DIALOGUE
WITH KENTUCKY CHAMBER
MEMBERS

Leader McConnell

In September, the Kentucky Chamber hosted a conversation with U.S. Senate 
Majority Leader Mitch McConnell to discuss key federal policy issues facing 
the business community. 

The Chamber Board, top investors and policy council members were invited 
to attend the event held at the Downtown Marriott in Louisville where U.S. 
Senator McConnell sat down with CNN Contributor and RunSwitch PR Co-
Founder Scott Jennings to talk politics and the upcoming November election 
and other key issues including trade, immigration, tax reform and Supreme 
Court nominations.

To view more upcoming events visit us online at
kychamber.com/events.

VIEW MORE

Pictured Above: Past, Present, and Future Chamber Board Chairs (from left to 
right: Thompson, Rowe, Hanna, McCoy, Lear, and Craft) with Kentucky Chamber 
President & CEO Dave Adkissson. 

Pictured Above: Former Chamber Board Chair Joe Craft and 
his wife Kelly Craft, U.S. Ambassador to Canada, welcome 
guests to dinner at her Ambassador’s Residence.

Pictured Above: Canadian Prime Minister Justin Trudeau Meets with Kentucky Chamber Delegation in Ottawa, Canada. 



Legislative Preview2019 Conference
KENTUCKY
December 3, 2018
Griffin Gate Marriott Resort & Spa
Lexington, Ky.

presented by  

Infrastructure

Energy

Health Care

Education

Criminal Justice

Political Discussion 

2019Topics

Kentucky Politics

Scott Jennings, Matt Jones 
& Jacqueline Pitts

kychamber.com/events/legislative-preview

Kentucky's top public officials discuss their plans, priorities and
predictions for the 2019 legislative session. Don’t miss this
opportunity to get the inside scoop from those who know!

W: kychamber.com/events/legislative-preview 

P: 502-848-8727

E: lgoff@kychamber.com

PRICING

REGISTER

$299 Non-members

$249 Non-profit/Government

$199 Kentucky Chamber members

2019LegPreview-KCCNewsletterAd2_Layout 1  10/19/2018  4:25 PM  Page 1
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