








QUALITY OF LIFE SIGNATURE INDUSTRIES8
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Fully leverage the economic potential of Kentucky’s signature industries to grow quality jobs, attract tourists, and 
cultivate the Commonwealth’s unique brand. 

ENVISIONING SUCCESS:
 •  Kentucky’s bourbon and equine industries continue growing and bringing national and international   
    attention to the Commonwealth
 •  Tourism numbers in Kentucky steadily increase
 •  Ancillary businesses and industries thrive and grow, leading to new success stories for craft distillers,   
    breweries, wineries, leisure and hospitality ventures, and more  

Sources: Kentucky Distillers Association, Kentucky Equine Education Project

KENTUCKY’S BOURBON AND EQUINE INDUSTRIES ARE MAJOR 
ECONOMIC DRIVERS IN KENTUCKY

BOURBON
ECONOMIC IMPACT

EQUINE 
INDUSTRY
ECONOMIC IMPACT

95%
OF THE WORLD’S BOURBON IS 

MADE IN KENTUCKY

22,500 JOBS 
WITH A $1.23 BILLION PAYROLL

$832 MILLION
IN DIRECT VALUE TO KENTUCKY’S ECONOMY

NEARLY 80,000 JOBS 
SUPPORTED BY THE INDUSTRY



HEALTH OUTCOMES9
Significantly improve both physical and mental health outcomes for Kentuckians in support of workforce 
development and a higher quality of life. 

ENVISIONING SUCCESS:
 •  Kentucky’s rates for smoking and obesity decline precipitously, leading to improved overall health   
    outcomes across the state, higher quality of life, and reduced health care costs
 •  The prevalence of substance use disorder among Kentuckians and total overdose deaths both decline  
    significantly as prevention and treatment opportunities become more widely available and effective
 •  Kentucky becomes a leading state in national health rankings

15 | KENTUCKY’S WINNING STRATEGY

Sources: America’s Health Rankings, Centers for Disease Control and Prevention, Kentucky Office of Drug Control Policy

A HEALTHY POPULATION AND WORKFORCE ARE CRITICAL TO 
KENTUCKY’S FUTURE 
Improving health outcomes in Kentucky could increase workforce participation, enhance quality of life, 
and reduce health care costs; but a great deal of work needs to be done to change the status quo. 

KENTUCKY IS RANKED 43RD IN 
THE NATION FOR OVERALL HEALTH 

OUTCOMES
23.6% OF KENTUCKY ADULTS 

USED CIGARETTES IN 2019
 THE SECOND HIGHEST RATE IN THE NATION, AND 40.3%

OF KENTUCKY ADULTS WERE CLASSIFIED AS OBESE

2,250 KENTUCKIANS DIED FROM 
OVERDOSE DEATHS IN 2021
A 118% INCREASE SINCE 2012, WHILE 589,000

KENTUCKIANS MET THE CRITERIA FOR SUBSTANCE USE 
DISORDER IN PRELIMINARY GOVERNMENT SURVEYS



ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT10
Strategically foster economic development and high-wage job growth in all areas of Kentucky, including rural 
communities and regions experiencing depopulation and economic transitions. 

ENVISIONING SUCCESS:
 •  Depopulation trends in Kentucky’s rural counties stabilize or reverse as these counties lose fewer   
    residents and attract new residents
 •  Disparities in key economic metrics such as the unemployment rate even out among urban and rural   
    counties
 •  Regional cooperation throughout Kentucky fuels new economic development opportunities and   
    growth

STRONG URBAN AND RURAL AREAS MEAN A STRONGER KENTUCKY 
While Kentucky’s population as a whole has grown (slowly), this growth has been uneven and often concentrated in 
urban areas. Many of Kentucky’s rural areas have seen both jobs and people leave. Unless successful strategies are 
developed to bring jobs and population to rural Kentucky, these trends are expected to continue. 

•  The combined population of Floyd, Johnson, Magoffin, Martin, and Pike counties in southeast Kentucky declined     
   by nearly 25,000 between 1990 and 2020. By 2050, the total population of these counties is projected   
   to fall by 35 percent. 

•  In western Kentucky, the combined population of Caldwell, Christian, Crittenden, Hopkins, Livingston, Lyon,   
   Muhlenberg, Todd, and Trigg counties declined by roughly 5,000 in the last census. By 2050, the total population 
   of these counties is projected to fall by 13 percent. 

Sources: U.S. Census Bureau, Kentucky State Data Center, Bureau of Labor Statistics
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UNEMPLOYMENT RATES IN KENTUCKY’S RURAL COUNTIES ARE 
CONSISTENTLY HIGHER THAN IN URBAN COUNTIES, SUGGESTING A 

GROWING LACK OF ECONOMIC OPPORTUNITY 



WHAT IS YOUR VISION FOR 
KENTUCKY’S FUTURE AND 
WHAT ARE YOU DOING TO 
MAKE IT A REALITY? 
Read more about how the Kentucky Chamber 
is working to shape the Commonwealth’s future 
through pro-business advocacy and impactful 
programming at kychamber.com.
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Protect your bottom line.

Expand your network and strengthen your visibility.

Addressing your most challenging workforce needs.

Membership Investment

85% Tax Deductible
85 percent of your dues may be deductible
as an ordinary business expense and are not 
allocable to lobbying activity. 

kychamber.com  |  (502) 695-4700  |  @KyChamber  |  464 Chenault Road, Frankfort, KY 40601

WORKFORCE CENTER

The state's largest broad-based business advocacy organization provides your company
with successful legislation action. As a direct result of the Kentucky Chamber's

2021 legislative action, Kentucky businesses saved $1.4 Billion.

LEGISLATIVE ADVOCACY & RETURN ON INVESTMENT

SIGNATURE EVENTS

SAVINGS PROGRAMS


