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Keeping an eye on the Capitol
With a watchful eye on P3s & pensions, Chamber sets goals for 2015

GENERAL ASSEMBLY PREVIEW

The Kentucky Chamber of Commerce is the only business association in the state advocating for companies of all sizes and industries across the Commonwealth.

kychamber.com/2015agenda

CONTINUED ON NEXT PAGE

Th e Kentucky Chamber’s 2015 
Legislative Agenda was released Nov. 19, 
outlining the business community’s goals 
for the 2015 General Assembly. Th e 
agenda places special emphasis on the 
need for public-private partnership (P3) 
legislation and fi nancial transparency in 
Kentucky’s pension systems.

Kentucky Chamber President and 
CEO Dave Adkisson has been touring 
cities around the state to spell out these 
goals. 

“As we head into the 2015 General 
Assembly, there are a number of issues 
that could have a signifi cant impact on 
the health of the business community,” 
said Adkisson. “Our goal with this tour 
is to ensure our members and local 
chamber members are not only educated 
on those issues, but stay looped in as 

those issues continue to evolve during 
the session.”

Adkisson says several legislative issues 
which the Chamber advocated heavily 
for in the 2014 session are still on the 
table as we move into the 2015 session.

“We were disappointed by the 
amendment that led to the Governor’s 
veto of P3 legislation at the end of the 
2014 session,” said Adkisson. “Th is year, 
we will continue to push for passage of 
a comprehensive plan that will encour-
age the creation of partnerships between 
private companies and government to 
create jobs, while saving tax dollars and 
providing needed projects and services.”

As for the state’s pension system, 
Adkisson says the “day of reckoning has 
come.”
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“Our bond rating has already been downgraded three times. 
Kentucky’s one of the worst states, frankly, among all 50 in terms of 
our total liabilities. So we have to continue to address our pension 
issue.” He added, “Some major reforms were made in 2008 and 2013, 
but we’ve got to keep our eye on the ball because it’s going to require a 
sustained commitment to solve the problem,” he said.

Th e Chamber’s legislative agenda is a comprehensive approach 
to creating a competitive business climate and investing in the 
future of the Commonwealth.

Education
∙  Kentucky’s adoption of tougher academic standards was an 

important step toward ensuring that students are prepared to 
succeed in college and career. Th e Chamber will continue our 
strong support for protecting the state’s new, more rigorous 
academic standards.

∙  Th e Chamber will support the enactment of a charter school 
law to give all children access to a high-quality education.

∙  Th e agenda also includes support for early childhood educa-
tion and for protecting school funding.

Kentucky Competitiveness
∙   Th e Chamber supports pro-growth comprehensive tax 

reform which would include, among other items, a simplifi ed     

   tax code, a focus on prioritized government spending, 
and support of growth-oriented policies that would 
improve the competitiveness of Kentucky’s business 
climate.

∙  Reforming Kentucky’s telecommunications laws to spur 
investment in high-speed telecommunications infrastructure 
that supports business and commerce is an important prior-
ity this year.

∙  Th e Chamber supports an amendment to the Kentucky 
Constitution that would allow cities and counties the choice, 
with voter approval, to enact a local sales tax with a sunset 
provision, dedicated for the funding of transformational 
local projects.

∙  Right-to-Work legislation is needed to put Kentucky on a 
level playing fi eld with surrounding states when it comes to 
business recruitment.

Health & Wellness
∙  Th e Chamber will continue to support the creation of incen-

tives for workplace-based wellness programs and enactment 
of a statewide smoke-free law.

∙  Improving the medical liability climate through medical 
review panels also is a priority item.

Energy
∙  Supporting and protecting Kentucky’s low cost energy ad-

vantage is a key priority for the Kentucky Chamber. Support-
ing the infrastructure of Kentucky’s signature coal industry is 
key focus of this goal. 

∙  Th e Chamber will advocate for policies that strive for 
energy independence and encourages a sensible regulatory 
approach.

Adkisson noted, “Clearly, our agenda is a full one, and we know 
that additional issues will emerge as the session progresses. As always, 
we look forward to the opportunity to represent the interests of 
Kentucky’s employers as we work together to build a stronger 
future for our Commonwealth.”

Download the legislative agenda at kychamber.com/2015agenda.
INFLUENCE 

through member businesses & our 
leadership to advance pro-business 
legislation and shape the dialogue at 
the Capitol.

PROTECTION 
from legislation that stifl es growth and 
hurts your bottom line.

ACCESS 
to meetings with state and federal 
lawmakers.

We make it our business
to protect yours.
Supporting the Kentucky Chamber is 
an investment in your business and 
the future of the Commonwealth. Our 
success on your behalf is based entirely 
on the strong support we receive from 
you and other businesses across the 
state. Join today and help us explore 
solutions and inspire change. The 
Kentucky Chamber provides members:

Call the Kentucky Chamber today at 
502-695-4700 to fi nd out how your 
business can become a member or visit 
kychamber.com/join-now.
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Kentucky Chamber Public Affairs Team

Dave Adkisson
President & CEO

Bryan Sunderland
Senior Vice President,

Public Affairs

Betsy Dexter
Manager,

Public Affairs

Beverly Standifer
Manager, Political

Education

Ashli Watts
Director,

Public Affairs

John Cubine
Senior Policy

Advisor

Bob Gray
Senior Policy

Advisor

Diana Taylor
Senior Policy

Advisor

Jacqueline Pitts
Communications

Manager,
Public Affairs

Blake Deeley
Manager,

Public Affairs

Sign up to receive email alerts when 
news stories are posted online at 
kychamberblog.com.

Th e Kentucky Chamber of Commerce 
will enhance its outreach 
and coverage of state 
policy issues this leg-
islative session by de-
livering timely updates 
from Frankfort to the 
business community 
on the Chamber’s blog, 
kychamberblog.com.

With the goal of 
closely monitoring 
the progress and facts 
of business-related 
legislation and deliver-
ing the behind-the-scene knowledge of 
state government, this platform will serve 
as a source of the news beginning with 
the 2015 session of the Kentucky General 
Assembly.

Th e Chamber has hired Jacqueline 
Pitts, a reporter who has covered the Ken-
tucky legislature and politics as producer 
at cn|2 Pure Politics, to serve as Commu-

nications Manager. Pitts will 
be responsible for delivering 

up-to-date information 
about legislative and other 
state policy decisions 
being made in Frankfort 
that aff ect the business 
community. 

Th rough a combination 
of explanatory interviews, 
videos, and various writ-
ten media, we will boil 
down the facts about key 
issues and put them at the 

fi ngertips of Kentuckians.
To stay in the loop, visit kychamber-

blog.com to sign up to receive email alerts 
when news is posted. You can also follow 
the Chamber on Twitter at @kychamber.

Kentucky Chamber to enhance news 
coverage of business related legislation
Former CN|2 Pure Politics reporter 
joins Chamber staff

Kentucky Chamber President and CEO Dave Adkisson and other public affairs staff members provide 
testimony on various pieces of key business legislation during each session of the Kentucky General 
Assembly.

Kentucky Chamber policy councils, comprised of business leaders from all regions of the state, meet 
at the Chamber’s Frankfort headquarters throughout the summer to form the Legislative Agenda, 
which is later approved by the Chamber’s Board of Directors.
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Toyota Motor 
Manufacturing Kentucky, Inc.

Georgetown 

Vice Chair,
Administration

Deirdre Lyons
Co-Founder, Director of  
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Alltech, Inc.
Nicholasville

Stephen Branscum
President/CEO

Branscum Construction 
Company

Russell Springs

Bill Lear, Jr.
Managing Director

Stoll Keenon
Ogden, PLLC

Lexington

Kevin Canafax
Vice President

Midwest Public Affairs
Fidelity Investments

Covington

Paula Hanson
Director of  Tax Services
Dean Dorton Allen 

Ford, PLLC
Lexington

David Gray
President

Baptist Health 
Louisville

Tierra Kavanaugh 
Turner
CEO

TKT & Associates, Inc.
TKT-nectir Global 

Staffi ng, LLC
Louisville

Rusty Cheuvront
VP, Director Global 
Community Relations

Brown-Forman 
Corporation

Louisville

Lynn Parrish
President

Marwood Land 
Company
Pikeville

Charles English Jr.
Partner 
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Owsley, LLP

Bowling Green

Dave Adkisson
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Kentucky Chamber
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Kentucky Chamber Board of Directors: Executive Committee

* Ex-Offi cioBoard of Directors

Don Bloomer
President/CEO

Citizens National Bank
Somerset

James Booth
CEO

Booth Energy
Lovely

Ruth Brinkley
President/CEO

KentuckyOne Health
Louisville

Carolyn Brown
Partner, Chair 

Environmental & Natural 
Resources Practice Group

Bingham Greenebaum Doll
Lexington

Craig Browning
Regional President - 
South Central Ky.

U.S. Bank
Bowling Green

Malcolm Bryant
President

The Malcolm Bryant 
Corporation

Owensboro

Harold Butler
COO

Stites & Harbison, 
PLLC

Louisville

Heath Campbell
Regional President

BB&T
Lexington

Scott Casey
Vice President, Legal 

& Public Affairs
UPS

Louisville

John Chilton
Partner

Mountjoy Chilton 
Medley LLP
Louisville

Jay K. Box*
President

Kentucky Community & 
Technical College System

Versailles

Brent Cooper
President

C-Forward Inc.
Covington

Paul Costel
Kentucky 
President

Chase Kentucky
Louisville

John Crockett, III
Chairman

Frost Brown Todd 
LLC

Louisville

Laura D’Angelo
Partner

Dinsmore & Shohl 
LLP

Lexington

Steven Dasch
Senior Vice 
President

Citi - Florence
Florence

Juanita Deskins
COO

Pikeville Medical Center
Pikeville

Kevin Flanery
President, Churchill 
Downs Racetrack, 

SVP Churchill Downs Inc.
Churchill Downs Inc.

Louisville

Terry Forcht
Chairman/CEO
Forcht Group of  

Kentucky
Lexington

Bryan Fite
Plant Manager

Westlake Chemical 
Corporation

Calvert City
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President/COO

First Citizens Bank
Elizabethtown

John Gohmann
Regional President
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Lexington
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS CONTINUED

Eric Haas
Past President
National Band 

& Tag Company
Newport

Winston Grif  n
Vice Chairman
Laurel Grocery 

Company
London

Hood Harris
President
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Louisville

Connie Harvey
Corporate Vice 
President, COO

Xerox
Lexington
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Secretary
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Economic Development

Frankfort
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General Manager
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Marathon Petroleum 

Company
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President 

Brenntag Mid-South, Inc.
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CEO
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Louisville
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Bowling Green
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CEO

Parallon NPAS
Louisville

Kennan Wethington
Regional Vice 

President
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Blue Shield of  Kentucky

Lexington

Michael White
President/CEO
America’s Finest 

Filters, Inc.
Louisville

Michael  Karpf
Executive VP for 

Health Affairs
University of  Kentucky 

HealthCare
Lexington

Robert King*
President

Kentucky Council on 
Postsecondary Education

Frankfort

Tracee Whitley
COO

Bingham McCutchen 
LLP

Lexington

Stephen Williams
President/CEO

Norton Healthcare, Inc.
Louisville

Ron Bunch*
President/CEO

Bowling Green Area 
Chamber

Bowling Green

Bobby Clue*
Executive Director
Somerset-Pulaski 
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Somerset

Bob Quick, CCE*
President/CEO

Commerce 
Lexington Inc.

Lexington
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President/CEO
Hardin County 

Chamber
Elizabethtown

Trey Grayson*
President/CEO

Northern Kentucky 
Chamber
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* Ex-Of  cio

Sandra Wilson*
President/CEO

Paducah Area Chamber
Paducah
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CEO

Jessamine Co.
Chamber

Nicholasville
KCCE President

Kent Oyler*
President/CEO

Greater Louisville, Inc.
Louisville

Tim Gibbs*
President/CEO

Ashland Alliance
Ashland
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Headquartered 
in Frankfort, the 
Kentucky Chamber is 
the largest business 
organization in the 
state. Representing the 
interests of more than 
90,000 businesses, 
the Chamber focuses 
on state and federal 
issues that impact the 
business climate in the 
Commonwealth.
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Investor Listing as of December 1, 2014
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Stephen Hanson
Louisville

Jim Booth
Lovely

Paul Rooke
Lexington

Stephen Williams
Louisville

John Gohmann
Lexington

William Jones
Paducah

Kevin Canafax
Covington

Robert Strub
Florence

Ruth Brinkley
Louisville

Terry Forcht
Corbin/Lexington

Wil James, Jr.
Georgetown

Connie Harvey
Lexington

Greg Pauley
Frankfort

Deb Moessner
Louisville

The Kentucky Chamber’s Key Investors are an exclusive group 
of top Kentucky executives whose companies provide signi  cant 

 nancial support and leadership for Chamber involvement in 
critical issues affecting Kentucky businesses.

Key Investors

Jon Stewart
Lexington

Heath Campbell
Lexington

Key Investors are a committed group of individuals and companies 
dedicated to investing in the future of their own businesses as well 
as the economic future of the Commonwealth. The Chamber’s top 
investors receive special consideration for head table placement 
at Chamber functions and VIP events. For information about other 
benefi ts of being a Key Investor, visit kychamber.com/membership.
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Investor Listing as of December 1, 2014

Tracee Whitley
Lexington

Bingham 
McCutchen LLP

Katie Grove
Atlanta, Ga.

Stephen Loyal
Owensboro

Phillip Scott
Lexington

Anheuser Busch, Inc.
Atmos Energy 
Corporation

Bingham  Greenebaum 
Doll LLP

Alpha Natural 
Resources

Donnie Ratliff
Bristol, Va.

Rodney Bohannon
Murray

Luther Deaton, Jr.
Lexington

Paul Costel
Louisville

Kevin Flanery
Louisville

Briggs & Stratton
Central Bank & 
Trust Company Chase Kentucky

Churchill 
Downs Inc.

Laura D’Angelo
Lexington

Dinsmore & 
Shohl LLP

Jim Henning
Cincinnati, Ohio

Duke Energy

David Cannon Jr.
Pittsburgh, Penn.

EQT Corporation

Tom Partridge
Louisville

Fifth Third Bank, 
Kentucky

Bill Johnson
Louisville

Farm Credit
Mid-America

John Crockett
Louisville

Frost Brown 
Todd LLC

Cheryl Norton
Lexington

Christopher Perry
Louisville

Nathan Crosley
Frankfort

Jim Beam Brands 
Company

Kentucky 
American Water

Ky. Association of  
Electric Cooperatives

Tom Stultz
Lexington

JMI/UK 
Sports Marketing

Mary Jean Riley
Ghent

North American 
Stainless

Hector Alverez
Lexington

Lockheed 
Martin

Bill Lawson
Tulsa, Okla.

Bluegrass
Pipeline

John Schnatter
Louisville

Josh Brown
Franklin, Tenn.

Papa John’s 
International, Inc. P  zer

Harold Butler
Louisville

J. David Smith, Jr.
Lexington

Stites & Harbison 
PLLC

Stoll Keenon 
Ogden PLLC

Nick Simon
Shepherdsville

Publishers 
Printing Co.

Kevin Riddett
Louisville

Seimens Rail
Automation

Scott Casey
Louisville

Franklin Jelsma
Louisville

UPS
Wyatt, Tarrant & 

Combs, LLP

DHL

Travis Cobb
Erlanger

Calvin Kaufman
Louisville

The Kroger Co.
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Deirdre Lyons
Nicholasville

Alltech

Craig King
Lexington

R.J. Corman
Railroad Group

Phillip Patterson
Owensboro

Owensboro Health

Dan Whitney
Wichita, KS 

Lifestyle 
Health Plans

Larry Schaefer
Louisville

Assured
Neace Lukens

Chamber Investors and Board Members regularly receive 
access to meetings with state and federal lawmakers. U.S. 
Congressman Hal Rogers was welcomed by Chamber 
leaders during a luncheon in 2014.
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Investor Listing as of December 1, 2014

Trustees not pictured:

Emerson Power 
Transmission
Dan Fannin

Maysville

Kentucky Farm 
Bureau Insurance
Bradley Smith

Louisville

AK Steel Corp.
Barry Racey

West Chester, OH

Century Aluminum 
of  Kentucky, LLC

Jason Curry
Hawesville

Doe Anderson, Inc.
Todd Spencer

Louisville

Dana Holding 
Corporation

Jeff  Cole
Maumee, OH

Marathon Petroleum 
Company LP

Richard Hernandez
Catlettsburg

ConAgra Foods
Ed Judice
Louisville

Scotty’s Contracting 
& Stone

Rod England
Bowling Green

Kentucky Council 
of  Area Devel.

Districts
Randy Stevens

Frankfort

Meritor-Florence
Tim Bauer

Florence

ABM Government 
Services

Joe Walsh
Hopkinsville

Clarendon Flavors
Tammy Rigney

Louisville

Kentucky State 
Fair Board

Rip Rippetoe
Louisville

Armstrong Coal 
Company, Inc.

Kenny Allen
Madisonville

Brenntag 
Mid-South, Inc.

Joel Hopper
Henderson

Coca-Cola 
Refreshment

Roy Potts
Louisville

Alliance Coal, LLC
Joseph Craft, III

Lexington

Columbia Gas 
of  Kentucky, Inc.
Herbert Miller, Jr.

Lexington

Dean Dorton Allen 
Ford, PLLC

Paula Hanson
Lexington

Farmers Capital 
Bank Corporation
Lloyd Hillard, Jr.

Frankfort

ADP
Jeff  Schaftlein

Louisville

Gray Construction
Stephen Gray

Lexington

Kentucky Community 
& Technical College 

System
Jay K. Box
Versailles

Kentucky League 
of  Cities, Inc.

Jon Steiner
Lexington

Kosair Charities
Vicky Weber

Louisville

Lexington Clinic
Dr. Andrew 
Henderson
Lexington

Logan Aluminum
Randy Schumaker

Russellville

Lourdes/Marcum 
& Wallace Hospitals 

Lynn King
Paducah/Irvine

Maker’s Mark 
Distillery, Inc.
Mitch Wagner

Louisville

Mountjoy Chilton 
Medley LLP

Diane Medley
Louisville

Messer Construction 
Company

John Megibben
Louisville

Pikeville Medical 
Center

Juanita Deskins
Pikeville

Passport Health 
Plan

Mark Carter
Louisville

Planters Bank, Inc.
Elizabeth McCoy

Hopkinsville

Signature 
HealthCARE

Joseph Steier III
Louisville

Steptoe & Johnson 
PLLC

Eric Lycan
Lexington

Sumitomo Electric 
Wiring Systems

Matt Adams
Bowling Green

UK Healthcare
Dr. Michael Karpf

Lexington

Whitaker Bank, Inc.
Elmer Whitaker

Lexington

WellCare 
Health Plans, Inc.

Mike Minor
Louisville

Windstream 
Communications

Jamie Mullins
Louisville

TKT-Nectir Global 
Staf  ng, LLC

Tierra K. Turner
Louisville

Mubea, Inc.
Doug Cain

Florence

SRG Global
Joseph Hoban

Morehead

Turner Construction
Company

David Spaulding
Cincinnati

Big Ass Solutions
Mike Robinson

Lexington

Stock Yards Bank 
and Trust

David Heintzman 
Louisville

PharMerica 
Corporation

Gregory S. Weishar
Louisville

Laurel Grocery Co.
Winston Grif  n

London

Tr
us

te
es

Envision Contractors
Steve Bosley
Owensboro

Time Warner Cable
Jason Keller

Lexington

Louisville Water 
Company

Jim Brammell
Louisville

Deloitte & Touche 
LLP

Kevin Joynt
Louisville

BKD, LLP
David Tate 
Louisville

PBI Bank 
John T. Taylor

Louisville
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