
Kentucky based Public Affairs Specialists
SBA Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience (ODR&R) 



U.S. Small Business Administration (SBA)
Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience (ODR&R)

Mission Statement

The mission of the Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience is to connect
individuals, businesses, and private non-profits with SBA disaster assistance
programs and improve disaster recovery outcomes and economic resilience by
helping communities prepare for, respond to, recover from, and mitigate against
disasters of all types.

ABOUT US
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WELCOME

Purpose:

The purpose of this training is to enhance disaster 
recovery by equipping community leaders with the 
knowledge and skills to effectively educate and assist 
others in utilizing the SBA Disaster Loan Program during 
times of disaster.
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THE FACT SHEET



SBA DISASTER LOAN PROGRAM 
OVERVIEW

• The SBA disaster loan program is activated in conjunction with approval of a 
major (Presidential) declaration; or an SBA-only (Agency) disaster 
declarations.

• The SBA disaster loan program is designed to help survivors with their long-
term recovery needs.  

• Disaster loans are made available for uninsured, underinsured or otherwise 
uncompensated losses.

• Disaster Loans are direct from the federal government, not from a bank. Fixed 
rate.

SBA's Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience 6



Max. AmountPurposeBorrowersTypes of Loans
$2 million *Repair or replace real 

estate, inventory, 
equipment, etc.

Businesses and 
private nonprofits

Business Loans 

$2 million *Working capital loansSmall businesses and 
private nonprofits 

(not churches)

Economic Injury Loans

$500,000Repair or replace 
primary residence

HomeownersHome Loans 

$100,000Repair or replace 
personal property

Homeowners and 
renters

Home Loans

20% of verified 
physical damage. 

Homeowners limited 
to $500,000 

Mitigate / prevent 
future loss

Businesses, private
nonprofits and 
homeowners

Mitigation

*The maximum business or non-profit loan is $2 million, which can be a combination of physical damage, economic injury 
and mitigation. Cap can be increased if business is a Major Source Employer (MSE) (Discuss MSE criteria with loan officer)
 Up to $50k unsecured for physical damage and $50k unsecured for economic injury

 Interest rates as low as 4 % for businesses, 3.625 % for private non-profit organizations, and as 
low as 2.75% for homeowners and renters.

SBA DISASTER LOAN TYPE & LIMITS
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SBA PROCESSING ACTIVITY 
BY LOAN TYPES IN KENTUCKY

As of May 18th, SBA has approved over $3M in disaster loans 
and disbursed over $327K to survivor residents 

and businesses.



 Eligibility – The home or business must 
have a physical presence in a declared county.

 Credit History - Applicants must have a credit 
history acceptable to SBA.

 Repayment – SBA must document that the 
applicant has the ability to repay loan and 
existing debts.  (pre-existing loans okay)

SBA LOAN REQUIREMENTS

9

Requirements for loan approval:

Note: If the loan is declined or withdrawn, you have 6 months from the date 
of letter to provide additional information and request reconsideration.



SBA DISASTER LOAN ADVANTAGES
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 Low, fixed interest rate.

 No payments and no interest accrued for first year.

 No cost to apply. No prepayment penalty.

 Loan term up to 30 years.

 No obligation to accept loan/Can request a lower amount.

 No collateral or closing costs on loans up to $50K.
 Can cover deductibles. 
 Can be increased by up to 20% of total damage 

for mitigation.
 Can apply before insurance settlement. 
 May be eligible for refinancing or relocation.



MITIGATION FUNDING

If an applicant is approved for a physical disaster loan, additional funding up to 20 
percent of their verified physical damage is available for mitigation to protect their 
property against future damages.

Examples of improvements:
 Install a sump pump
 Retaining walls
 Sea walls
 Storm shelters
 and more!

Note: SBA approval of the mitigation measures will be required before any loan 
increase.  
Learn more at:
https://www.sba.gov/funding-programs/disaster-assistance/mitigation-
assistance
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FOR
HOMEOWNERS & RENTERS

• Homeowners – may be eligible for up to $500K to repair or replace real estate property and up to 
$100K to repair or replace personal property, including automobiles.

• Renters – may be eligible for up to $100K to repair or replace personal property, including 
automobiles.

 No fee to apply
 Low interest rates
 No payments and no interest for the first 12 months 
 No prepayment penalty
 No late fees
 Funds available prior to insurance settlement
 Flexible terms (up to 30 years) 
 May apply for mitigation funds
 Loan can be modified
 No obligation to take the loan if approved
 No collateral for loans up to $50K 
 Can accept a partial amount
 May be eligible for refinancing existing mortgage or relocation

• Note: Loan amounts are based on the verified loss performed by a Loss Verifier for 
physical damage
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 Small businesses and private, non-profits (except for churches) in a declared disaster 
area (including adjacent counties) with substantial economic injury may be eligible for 
an Economic Injury Disaster Loan, even without any physical damage.

 Substantial economic injury means the business is unable to meet its obligations and to 
pay its ordinary and necessary operating expenses, such as lease payments, utilities, 
insurance, payroll, taxes and payments on fixed debts. 

 These loans are available even if you have an existing disaster or COVID-19 loan.  

Note: The loan cannot be used for expansion of the business, or to 
pay off loans. Talk to your loan officer for clarification.

SBA ECONOMIC INJURY DISASTER LOANS
(EIDLs) 
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SBA DISASTER LOAN DEADLINES IN 
KENTUCKY

Physical Damage Deadline (businesses, homeowners, renters, NGOs): 
 In 37 Counties declared for April flooding: June 23, 2025
 In 16 Counties declared for February flooding: April 25, 2025

Economic Injury Disaster Loan (EIDL) - (small businesses & private non-
profits) in primary counties AND adjacent counties: 

 April Flooding:  January 26, 2026
 February Flooding: November 24, 2025

EIDL: Low-interest, direct loans to small businesses and most private nonprofit organizations to help meet 
working capital needs caused by the disaster.  Economic Injury Disaster Loan assistance is available 
regardless of whether the business suffered any physical property damage.

To apply: https://lending.sba.gov or visit a nearby Recovery Center
14
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WHAT YOU NEED TO APPLY FOR AN SBA 
LOAN
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 Contact information for all applicants
 Applicant cell phone (for verification)
 Social Security Numbers for all applicants (& owners for biz)
 Employer Identification Number (EIN) for business

 Financial Info (income, account balances, monthly expenses)
 Information about deed or lease
 Tax return for previous year (may need 3 years for EIDL)
 Insurance information, if available
 No outstanding federal debts (unpaid taxes, child support, or default on a 

previous SBA loan, etc.)
 If behind, get on payment plan before applying

 Must maintain insurance for previous loan 



SBA’s Resource Partners can help businesses:
 Prepare financial statements and apply for an SBA disaster loan.
 Successfully stay in business.
 Develop business models and marketing plans.

 Consider alternative funding sources.
 Identify ways to reduce costs.

 Technical training. 

 Government contracting.

 Update management and technical services.

Locate an SBA office near you: 
https://www.sba.gov/local-assistance

SBA RESOURCE PARTNERS

16



17

CENTER LOCATIONS
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For More Information About SBA’s 
Disaster Assistance Programs, go to:

www.sba.gov/disaster

You can apply online at:
https://lending.sba.gov

Contact SBA by calling
1-800-659-2955  /  1-800-877-8339 (TTY)

Or Sending an Email to:
disastercustomerservice@sba.gov
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NEED ADDITIONAL INFORMATION?



QUESTIONS ?
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