
Building a Stronger 

Economy for All 

Kentuckians

2027 LEGISLATIVE PRIORITIES

Kentucky’s economic future depends on policies that help businesses grow, attract investment, and create opportunity across 

the Commonwealth. The Kentucky Chamber will work with policymakers to strengthen the state’s competitive position, address 

barriers facing employers and families, and build a stronger economy for all Kentuckians.

HOUSING AVAILABILITY & AFFORDABILITY

Reform Kentucky’s housing policies by modernizing land-use and zoning regulations, advancing innovative 

residential infrastructure financing and public-private partnerships, streamlining permitting and review 

processes, and protecting vested property rights to ensure greater regulatory certainty.

TAX REFORM

Continue Kentucky’s progress in building a strong pro-business tax environment. This includes efforts to 

reduce the individual income tax, avoid taxing business inputs, support business investment, encourage small 

business development, and modernize Kentucky’s tax dispute resolution process.

LEGAL LIABILITY REFORM

Advance balanced liability reforms that reduce unnecessary costs and promote a fair, predictable 

legal climate.

DISTILLING INDUSTRY GROWTH

Support parity for bourbon and distilled spirits regarding taxation and regulation versus other beverage 

alcohol categories.

COMPETITIVE BUSINESS CLIMATE

Oppose costly employer mandates and efforts to reverse pro-business policies and promote predictable 

regulations that protect Kentucky’s competitiveness.
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BOARD OF DIRECTORS

POLICY COUNCILS

The Kentucky Chamber has several policy councils that are responsible for developing legislative positions and priorities for their 

respective policy areas.

EDUCATION & WORKFORCE

CHAIR: Dan Cahill, HSD Metrics

INFRASTRUCTURE & TECHNOLOGY

CO-CHAIRS: Steve Branscum, Branscum Construction

Nate Haney, BRW Trucking, Logistics and Warehousing

SMALL BUSINESS

CHAIR: Ameet Patel, Thoroughbred Hospitality Group

ENERGY & ENVIRONMENT

CHAIR: Kimra Cole, Columbia Gas of Kentucky

COMPETITIVENESS

CO-CHAIRS: Adam Caswell, Gravity Diagnostics

Brian Wise, Yum! Brands, Inc.

HEALTH CARE

CHAIR: Gerard Colman, Baptist Health

AGRICULTURE & EQUINE

CHAIR: Shannon McCracken, Churchill Downs, Inc.

POLICY & RESEARCH

CHAIR: Jordan Harris, Deloitte Consulting

PUBLIC AFFAIRS AND COMMUNICATIONS TEAMS

ASHLI WATTS

President and CEO

KATE SHANKS

Executive Vice 

President/Chief External 

Affairs Officer

kshanks@kychamber.com

CHARLES AULL, PhD

Senior Vice President

Research and Policy 

Development

caull@kychamber.com

JOHN HUGHES

Director

Public Affairs

jhughes@kychamber.com

AMY CLOUD

Executive Director

Kentucky Chamber of 

Commerce Executives

acloud@kychamber.com

ANNIE SANTOS

Manager

Public Affairs

asantos@kychamber.com

SKYLAR STALEY

Manager

Operations

sstaley@kychamber.com

SAWYER COFFEY NOEL

Vice President

Communications

scoffey@kychamber.com

AMANDA KELLY

Director

Communications

akelly@kychamber.com
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